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PLEUROBEMA CORDATUM (RAFINESQUE, 1820)
Ohio Pigtoe, White Pigloe

SYNONYMY :

Pleurobema obliquum obliguum (Lamarck, 1819).

(Ortmann, 1919:69)

Quadrula cordata (Rafinesgue, 1820).

(Frierson, 1927:53)

Quadrula cordata cordata (Rafincnque, 1820) ., (Has, 1969 297)

Plearobeme cordatum cordatum (Rafinesque, 1820). (of authors)
CLASSTIFICATION:

Family Unionidae (Fleming, 1828) Ortmann, 1911.
Subfamily Ambleminae (Rafinesque, 1820). Morrison, 1955,
Genus Pleurobema Rafinesque, 1820,

(HARACTERISTICS: Shell medium size, triangular, compressed to subinflated,
solid; umbos narrow, directed anteriorly, sculpture concentric,
nodulous; posterior ridge approximates hingeline, creating a narrow
escutchivon; surface of disc distinetly sulcate from umbo to ventral

marging periostracum smooth, lustrous, yellowich Lrown to reddish
brown with distinet, interrupted bright green rays in youlny specbmens;
hinge curved, cardinal teetl heavy, lateral teeth short, thick;

nacre typleally white, very ravely plakiuh,

SIMILAR SPECIES: Pleurocbema plenum (Lea, 1840) is higher, asulcate
except old specilmens; umbos full, apposcd; uvseutcheon wide; periostroacum
clothlike, dull. Plecurobema Tubrum (Raf buesque, 16820) ls scaloue
trilangular; umbos vtj:')-'-im‘;'r?»w, _};U!HLL’J; vave very dilftane; nacie
typically pink, raruly white. Pleurobema sintoxta (Raf fnesque, 1800)
is rounded, asulcate; umbos appuscd; rays Jdiffuse

RANGE:  Simpson (1914:882) reported this specles from the:

"Ohio, Cumberland, and Tennessec River svelems; west
in Illinois to the Mississippi; Claiborne, Alabama.'

We have never seen specimens of this species anywhere outside the
Ohio River basin. Specimens so labcled from outside this area have
s0 far proved to be misidentifications of Pleuroliema sintoxin
(Rafinesque, 1820), Pleurobema rubrum (Raf incsque, 1828)f}{§u1gﬂ5§§
taitianum (Lea, 1834), or Fusconuia f}ggﬂ.(kafinesque, 1620y
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RANGE IN OH10: This Species 1s limited in disty Ibution to the Ohlo
River and a few of its larger tributaries. 71t is knownn to occur
in some numbers in the lower half of the Muskingum River and there
is a fairly recent record of its occurrence in Ten-Mile Creek, a
smaller tributary of the Ohio River (1965). 7The only other recent
OSUM Ohio records are thoge of subfossil specimens eollected in

1961-1962 from the Scioro River, which indifcate that this specles
did once exist there also.

HABITAT: Ortmann (1919:73) says of P. cordatum:

"1t is the sholl, which larpely contributes In Forming

Lhe shell-banks, 1in rather deep, steadily flowing wiater,
and,. , , it iy present also in riffles, and Immncediately
above them, in Strung current, and among Course Braved "

Parmalee (1967:30) adds:

"The large river form [P. cordatum] appears more tolerant

of a sand or gravel bottom mixed with mud, and it lives
at depths of 3-10 feet or more."

These observations agree with our own.
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